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DUBIECT: Projected Beconstruction snd Expsasion of
Peliing~-Tientsin Cenal in Communist Chine.

fiome plans extending throush the pericd of the mmmwk”
Plon (1963-67) have been droun up in the fields of sgriculture snd
vater oonseIvsncy. Ia respect to censl construction, however, 1o
mmm»m«wgmwmm ,,
expend the Peking-Tientsin Ganel so thot it opuld secomsodste wrewsla
of 10,000 tons desdweight (roughly equivalent to 7,000 gross reglstered
tons).

Presp reportz indicste thet there is & plean under osnsideretion
to reconstract the existing Peking-Tieatsin Cewl so ss to accomodate
vessels of @ to 3,000 tens (preswmbly gross reglstered m} &ii}
the cmsel st present is savigshls only by Junks with up to a Z=lo0
draft, sn extensive mount of reccustruction mx; AL CESsETY z;mm
1t o scoqmofiste vessels of evem this teansge. Lhe Q@¥ersion o
veter fras the Tungting River into the Peking-THemtein Cenal throush
the recently ccmpleted (fpril, 1957) Yungting Censl may relieve the
sgu-old of water shortsge in the existing cmel scambat -
&Wiﬁawﬁmwuﬁmm«mwm%ﬁmﬁ

statesent the Chinose Copmunist official st this time
Muwzm To reconstyuct the censl between Peking
snd PTlentein for vesssls of the weight noted would invelve miwfﬁlﬂs
expanditure not only for this #ection of the Grand Cennl but zlac for the
section of the Hai River betwoen Tientein sad Tekueisiokeng. Even if
funds for the inttisl construction vere made avellsble, the contimucus
maintensace involved in bsttling the silt problem would represent sub-
stentinl sdditionsl investment. Unlese Peking becsmes more of ¢ com-
mereisl center then 1t 1s st present, the investment would sot be
sconomioelly justified. Too msay vitally-needed projecis sre presently
competing for investment (mmmm-ewmmmm‘
the mowt cbvious exemple) md 1t is doubtful that the Chinese Camamists
mwtmamﬂwmﬁm‘mmmm such 1ittle im-
mediste justificstion sa the Peking-Tientslin Cenel.
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